10     ANCIENT AND MODERN IMPERIALISM
not even contain any expression to convey the idea. A supreme effort was, indeed, made by one illustrious individual whom we should now call Greek to grasp at the dominion of the world, and thus turn the Greek mind in a direction contrary to the natural bent of its genius. But Alexander was a Macedonian, who would have been classed as a foreigner by the true Hellenes, and who ruled over a race possessing national characteristics differing in many essential particulars from those of the inhabitants of Attica or the Peloponnesus.1 Moreover, Alexander was a conqueror
inspired by Athenian Imperialism, albeit its growth had but a few years previous to the delivery of those speeches been checked by a disastrous defeat, which necessitated the evacuation of Boeotia.
1 Grote says (Hist., vol. ii., p. 158) that the native Macedonian tribes appear to have been an outlying section of the t( powerful and barbarous Illyrians." See also vol. iii.j chap, xxv., and Hogarth's "Philip and Alexander of Macedon," p. 4 et seq.
The right of the Macedonians to take part in the Pan-Hellenic contests at Olympia was at one time contested, but they were eventually admitted, as the Argive descent of their kings was considered to have been proved (Her., v. 221), Demosthenes said that Philip was not only no Greek, but not even c' a barbarian of a place honourable to mention" (Phil., iii, 40).